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ONGOING PROJECT - UNDERGROUNDING OF NATIONAL GRID 400kV OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINES
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PLACE is a group of artists / initiators with a particular concern for landscape quality.

Most people are familiar with the idea of endangered species. There are also endangered experiences. An empty sky, for instance, or the dark of the
night sky unaffected by manufactured light, both of which would have been common experiences in the relatively recent past, have all but disappeared
from the British Isles. Spatial freedom in landscapes clear of human structures is ever more rare. Absolute aloneness is difficult to find.

A sense of the frailty and inconsequence of human life, when immersed in the vastness of the elements, gives a much needed and powerful change of
perspective. We believe that humanity is diminished by the ongoing loss of such experiences. Many of these losses are unnecessary.

Many infrastructures have been built with a minimum regard for their impact on the environment - they could be much less intrusive.

Less intrusive solutions to many environmental problems already exist. Why have high impact infrastructures been built without using these better
solutions?

Often companies allege technical, financial and legal difficulties stop them using these solutions. With will and innovation such problems can be solved.

Part of PLACE's work is to research and document less intrusive environmental practice that could be used more widely. Publicity is needed to alert
people to less intrusive possibilities. Examples can be used as leverage on government and industry.

PLACE has been in correspondence with National Grid (NG) and the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) for over five years, about the Thorpe
Marsh to Stalybridge 400kV overhead transmission line, approximately nine miles of which runs through the Peak District National Park (PDNP). The line
is @ major intrusion in the NP and dominates Longdendale to the west and the Upper Don Valley to the east of the pennines damaging the quality of a
fine landscape in this part of the NP.

The statutory duties laid upon NG and PDNPA policies require them to reduce the intrusiveness of the line during refurbishments / upgrades. A major
refurbishment begins this year. During the 13/7/07 planning committee meeting of the PDNPA, NG was asked to improve its public consultation efforts;
a question remains as to how well the statutory duties and policies are being followed.

PLACE has initiated a project advocating increased ‘undergrounding’ of the line as part of the refurbishments and is collaborating fully with the Campaign
for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) to this end. Two A4 folded cards have been produced (see below). A leaflet asking for letters to be written to
PDNPA was distributed with CPRE’s July issue of “Peakland Guardian.” (16 were received). A third, four panel folding card has been produced bringing
together the work of Jo Spence, photographer and Stephen Spender, poet, on the subject of pylons. See website (currently being updated).

For further information about PLACE see: www.viewsvistasandreverie.org also www.atlasplace.clara.net
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A pair of folded A4 cards show landscapes as they would be if the present from overhead transmission lines (OTLs) were undergrounded / surface troughed. The cards
also compare different transmission systems.
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Produced by PLACE in collaboration with Friends of the Peak District/CPRE South Yorkshire
Friends of the Peak District/CPRE South Yorkshire, 22a Endcliffe Crescent, Sheffield S10 3EF
tel. +44 (0)114 266 5822 e.mail: info@cprepeakandsyorks.org.uk

contact:

PLACE Jonathan Adamson, Tower House, Cemetery Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD1 5NF tel. +44 (0)1484 536103
Andrew Darke, Field House, Yorkley Wood, Nr. Lydney, Gloucestershire GL15 4TU tel. +44 (0)1594 562646
e.mail: place@phonecoop.coop www.viewsvistasandreverie.org www.atlasplace.clara.net
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pp.1, pp.2 of the left-hand card (Note for on-screen readability, information in the margins of both cards has been removed and placed at the bottom of Page 2.

A new vision for Longdendale in the Peak District National Park and the Upper Don Valley

Longdendale would be like this The Upper Don Valley would be like this
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pp.3;pp.4 of the left-hand card

Thr Wadiowal Grod @G Thaovpe M iy Skifpberdye 40807 gperkidd rvosmisdum e dominada
Leagdeminte nvsd from Woshead and e Upper Dips Vaitog mst fron Sawford Bridze (fage 5 abmart
Wonks 1l old Mimohedler o She el railidy ok Sd i Loogoleridale, wrie fhe Tows Paaihind T rand
Fgnean hingd, ol auriace fromphig e ils right feed hinel Pedographs 06

Hurizes irsnghing cresaing (s frer Dherees ard amerieg, s W ool furrek
Gartpig e UIRY vobdes @ alandde o i

s MG trarsmission system follows e rathvay track bed sbove and bebme gnoomad Sor 1125 miles.
%5 miles have already been ‘undergroanded” through the Wondhead tunoeds and surface troughed,

foer amemity reasons, afer o pubdic inquiry and recommendation by the Mational Parks Commession Fedestrian foute above six "bndergrounded’ NG 400V cabiles In
i Hhar g ly 1960 Repenas Candl jowppaih, London
The track bed of the ofid Maschester to Shefficld rallway appears to
Winp wad extend ‘undergropniding isurface trongiing elong the old raitwey track bed? offer atmilar opporfanitics for wnderyronnding”

Another NG A00EY ‘underground’ cecuit in use b the UK

Trmiaggn of "Fall mnderpgmecnding” From Natbondl Grd's cernent Bt "Oheeshu ad or
Ml erg roasnd 1 Matboasal Crdd's spproach.”
Thee bonklel siates “inainlling ||r|.'|\-r”\,u,..ml circuits erialls comatruction art fwity
amuounting b the width of @ dual carciagewar, The kel width requimeid ranges
LE ko 3 depessding mainky osv the powee bo B iransmiged” ppld
leld v b o vRnd g s b 00K calilen (w i [ rmd The geedaldiy of the waalerprounding Tesefnee frouglioeg om Erxrn'r.a Caunml marks
e Kttt sl Eniatharl . Sen-sles. slmarriahi) P 2 0 i, WS ookt does g0 miwtion aerfaes ronghing, oF amy
it of fesdstake for nedergrounding fess fhae 15m

Fromma imay sbwea pppemibie g b

Lomgdendabs and e L D Yaller st Sl ssmaval of B Thirps blamh b Sty ba &g rssrssbon lis m

Thts docomend i5 ttinnes odin o sl tiee adoeceting a specifie “undergrovaiug s urisoe faeghing ; R FLACE /
B bewred

et at Dasfars Bridye e o HKIF Rk



Page 5
pp2;pp3 of the right-hand card (inside pages)

Making a starl in the Upper Don Valley by extending the
‘undergrounding /surface troughing of the Thorpe Marsh to Stalybridge
400kY overhead transmission line east from the Woodhead tunnels to
north-east of the rver Don,

Natwanal Grid {SG) intends to begin work replacing and transferring cables i the Woodhead
penrwels sommsetione Between 2007 ared 200 Present inking in NG ivabicabes this may include
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Pp4;ppl right-hand card (back page, front page)
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