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To explore the association between occupation and the occurrence of brain tumor, an
epidemiologic study was conducted using data from the death certificates of 951 adult
white male Maryland residents who died of brain tumor during the period 1969
through 1982. Compared with the controls, men employed in electricity-related
occupations, such as electrician, electric or electronic engineer, and utility company
servicemen, were found to experience a significantly higher proportion of primary
brain tumors. An increase in the odds ratio for brain tumor was found to be positively
related to electromagnetic (EM) field exposure levels. Furthermore, the mean age at
death was found to be significantly younger among cases in the presumed high EM-
exposure group. These findings suggest that EM exposure may be associated with the
pathogenesis of brain tumors, particularly in the promoting stage.
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